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Digital Documentaries | iMovie 09 

Importing images   
Once all images have been gathered, add 
photos to your iPhoto gallery by dragging 
your images folder onto the iPhoto icon 
on the dock. iPhoto will open to reveal a 
new Event.  
 
Once images have been imported, close 
iPhoto. 
 

Creating a new project 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Open iMovie 09 and enter the Project 
Library on the top left of the Project 
Window. Create a new project by clicking 
the plus sign at the bottom right of the 
Project Library panel. 
 
 
Give your project a name and select 
Standard (4:3) for the Aspect Ratio. We 
will not be using templates. 

Adding images to project 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Click on the camera icon below the Viewer 
to see iPhoto images in the Media 
Browser window.  
 
Drag photos from the Media Browser into 
the Project Window in the desired order. 
Images can be re‐ordered in the project by 
clicking and dragging. 

1



 Digital Documentaries   
 
 
 

 
 

 
Created by Vision Education Media for  
New York City Department of Education 
Office of Educational Technology, Title II D Programs  

Changing image duration 
 

 

 
 
Double click on any image in your Project 
Window to change its duration. Type in 
the desired number of seconds for one or 
all images in the project. 
 
To begin, we will change the duration to 
10 seconds and select Apply to all stills. 
 
 
 

Adding voiceover 
 

 

 
 
To begin recording your voiceover 
narration, click the microphone icon on 
the middle toolbar.  
 
The Voiceover window will open, allowing 
you to test the volume of your voice and 
make audio adjustments. 
 
Once settings have been adjusted, click on 
the beginning of the first image in the 
project window to begin narration. iMovie 
will give a 3 second warning before 
starting to record. Press the spacebar to 
end recording. 
 
 

Fine‐tuning image duration 
 
 
 

 
 
Recording narration in small sections will 
make it easier to align images with audio.  
 
 
Double click each image to adjust 
duration. 
 
*This time make sure to uncheck Applies 
to all stills 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Ken Burns animation 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Ken Burns animation is automatically 
applied to all stills when they are added to 
the Project Window but we will usually 
want to change the chosen settings. 
 
Double click the crop icon on the image 
tile to reveal animation settings. In the 
Viewer we will set the scale and position 
of the image in the Start and End position. 
 
Select the green rectangle to modify Start 
settings and the red rectangle to modify 
End settings.  
 
Click Done when finished. 

Adding Transitions 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
Click on the Transition icon in the Media 
Browser to view options.  
 
To add a transition, drag from the Media 
Browser to the Project Window and drop 
between 2 image tiles. 
 
 
 
 
Double click the transition icon in Project 
Window to adjust transition settings. 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Adding titles 

 
 

 
 
  

 
 
To add an intro title, click on the “T” icon 
in the Media Browser.  
 
Select a style and drag tile into the desired 
position in the Project Window. Choose 
background color and click inside the 
Viewer to edit text. 
 
 
 
Double click on the title tile at any point to 
modify text or duration. 

Exporting video 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As videos exported for web will be 
compressed to a smaller size for faster 
streaming, we will always export a full size 
version as well for our archives. 
 
Select the Share tab in the Task pane to view 
exporting options. 
 
 
 
 
For a full size version, select Large and name 
your file.  
 
For the web version, select Mobile and name 
your file. 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